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expedition, and cheapness; yet the men so raised get a much larger
bounty than is any where at present given; because all the expenses,
extravagance, and consequent idleness of recruiting are saved or pre-
vented. The country incurs no new debt nor interest thereon; the whole
matter being all settled at once and entirely done with. It is a subscrip-
tion answering all the purposes of a tax, without either the charge or
trouble of collecting. The men are ready for the field with the greatest
possible expedition, because it becomes the duty of the inhabitants them-
selves, in every part of the country, to find their proportion of men in-
stead of leaving it to a recruiting sergeant, who, be he ever so industri-
ous, cannot know always where to apply.

I do not propose this as a regular digested plan, neither will the
limits of this paper admit of any further remarks upon it. I believe it
to be a hint capable of much improvement, and as such submit it to the
public.

COMMON SENSE.

LANCASTER, March 21, 1778.

The Crisis
NUMBER DC
HAD America pursued her advantages with half the spirit that she re-
sisted her misfortunes, she would, before now, have been a conquering
and a peaceful people; but lulled in the lap of soft tranquillity, she
rested on her hopes, and adversity only has convulsed her into action.
Whether subtlety or sincerity at the close of the last year induced the
enemy to an appearance for peace, is a point not material to know; it is
sufficient that we see the effects it has had on our politics, and that we
sternly rise to resent the delusion.
The war, on the part of America, has been a war of natural feelings.
Brave in distress; serene in conquest; drowsy while at rest; and in
every situation generously disposed to peace; a dangerous calm, an4 a
most heightened zeal have, as circumstances varied, succeeded each
other. Every passion but that of despair has been called to a tour of
duty; and so mistaken has been the enemy, of our abilities and disposi-
tion, that when she supposed us conquered, we rose the conquerors. The
extensiveness of the United States, and the variety of their resources;
the universality of their cause, the quick operation of their feelings, and